
GENERAL MEETING
PROGRAM:

CHICKEN RUN!

You may remember that our
count for last Spring's Birdathon was way down
because two of our best birders were off
gallivanting around Colorado and vicinity in
search of chickens – specifically, prairie chickens.
Well, those birders were Bob and Susan Steele,
and we are about to reap the benefits of that trip:

Join local professional bird photographer Bob
Steele as we explore the wild “chickens” of North
America.  Grouse, Ptarmigan and Prairie
Chickens are an amazingly diverse and
entertaining group of birds.  Through photos,
videos and stories we will look at unique breeding
displays, and adaptations to habitats that vary
from desert, to forest, to rocky mountains.

Bob's photos can be seen in many
publications: Birding, Wild Bird, Birder's World,
Ducks Unlimited, National Geographic Traveler,
and National Wildlife magazines; books include:
multiple National Geographic field guides, the
Smithsonian Field Guide to Birds of North
America, American Museum of Natural History
Birds of North America, and the recently
published Stokes Field Guide to Birds of North
America. Bob's work is featured at:
www.bobsteelephoto.com

 7:00 pm on Thursday, November 18th at the
Maturango Museum.

MORRO BAY WINTER BIRD
FESTIVAL

The 15th Annual Celebration of the Morro
Bay Winter Bird Festival will be held January
14-17, 2011.  Check out the 2011 schedule on
their website at www.morrobaybirdfestival.org/
where over 110 individual events are
featured, including pelagic cruises, boat rides
and kayaking in the Morro Bay estuary, van trips
throughout the county, as well as many
informative workshops.  They've added more of
the popular field trips, developed 12 new events,
and planned a special "Fun for the Family Day"
with a dozen field trips and hands-on workshops
for children and their parents.  __Registration on
this website began October 1 -- the registration
deadline is January 5, 2011.  Those of you who
have attended this Festival previously know that
the events fill up fast, so be sure to make your
reservations early!

FIELD TRIP: TEHACHAPI
Plans for a field trip for this month are

tentative. At the planning meeting for the year's
schedule it was decided that the November trip
would be to Tehachapi; however, no one agreed
to lead and no details were discussed. As it
happens, a local hunter, Sammie Ford, has
generously donated a beautiful adult Chukar to
be preserved for the Junior Audubon program,
and the taxidermist we use is in Tehachapi.
Attempts to contact him as this is written have
been unsuccessful. If Saturday the 13th is an
acceptable date for us to deliver the Chukar, we
will plan a birding trip around that delivery. That
means we will bird the beautiful grounds of Oak
Creek Taxidermy and the surrounding oak
woodlands, expecting to see Acorn and other
woodpeckers, nuthatches, and other wintering
species.

To find out if the trip is on, and to sign up,
call Brenda Burnett at 760-382-4935.
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Wed Nov 17 6:00 pm Board meeting, Gravelles'
Thu Nov 18 7:00 pm General Meeting

Bob Steele: Chicken Run
Sat Nov 13 TBD Field Trip, Tehachapi



As the old saying goes, every cloud has a silver
lining and this month’s rain storm was no
exception.  Numerous birds were forced down by
the storm among them a Red-necked Grebe, four
Clark’s Grebes, twenty-one Western Grebes, a
Common Loon, a Herring Gull, and thirteen
Canvasback all at the ponds Oct 20 (SLS).  The
Red-necked Grebe is a new species for the valley.
The Clark’s and Western Grebes a new high count.

I’ve finally done an update of the valley list and
it looks like it now stands at 367.

It was a good month for geese at the ponds.
Canada and Greater White-fronted Geese were
present all month, Cackling Geese from Oct 19,
Snow Geese form Oct 10, and Ross’ Geese from
Oct 26 (BB,SLS).

Two Wood Ducks were at the ponds Oct 16-21
(BB).

A Cattle Egret was at the ponds Oct 29-31
(BB).

Red-shouldered Hawks were noted at the
ponds Oct 3 (BB) and 27 (SLS), and at the golf
course Oct 6 (SLS).

The Merlin, American Kestrel, Prairie
Falcon, and Peregrine Falcon at the ponds Oct 16
provided a nice falcon grand slam (BB). Other
Merlins were at the ponds Oct 4 (SLS) and Oct 21
(BB).

Snowy Plovers continued at the ponds through
Oct 20 (BB).  Another one was found on Oct 28
(SLS), which was joined by a second Oct 29-31
(BB).

FOF for Dunlin was from the ponds Oct 16
(BB).

A Franklin’s Gull was at the ponds Oct 2-3
(BB) and another was seen Oct 26-27 (SLS) and
Oct 31 (BB). This is the latest fall sighting date for
this species.

A Bonaparte’s Gull was at the ponds Oct 27
(SLS).

The 178th species for the college was a
California Gull on Oct 4 (BB).

Sabine’s Gulls remained at the ponds through
Oct 7 (BB, SLS).

A very late Rufous Hummingbird showed up
Oct 22 and has stayed through at least Oct 26 (LK).

A Belted Kingfisher was at the ponds Oct 1 and
18 (BB).

A search of burn area in Sand Canyon for
Woodpeckers Oct 23 only turned up a Downy and a
Nuttall’s (SLS, SE).

The last report of Western Wood-pewee was
from the college Oct 4 (BB).

A lingering Cliff Swallow was at the ponds Oct
2 (BB).

Red-breasted Nuthatch continue to be seen in
the valley in good numbers.  They’ve been noted in
SE Ridgecrest (LS), at the golf course (SLS), at the
college and cemetery (BB).

Golden-crowned Kinglets arrived in the valley
Oct 26.  One was at the cemetery (BB) and four were
at the college (JAS).

Two Western Bluebirds were in Sand Canyon
Oct 23 (SLS, SE).

A Hermit Thrush was at the college Oct 24
(JAS), and a Swainson’s Thrush was there Oct 4
(BB).

Sage Thrashers were at the ponds Oct 3-7 (BB).
The only reports of Cedar Waxwing this month

were from the college Oct 16 and 26 (BB).
Phainopepla sightings this month include the

ponds Oct 1 (BB), SW of Inyokern Oct 11 and 23
(LK), and at the college Oct 27 (BB).

Warbler reports include Black-throated Gray
and Orange-crowned from the cemetery Oct 24
(BB), Nashville from the ponds Oct 3 (BB), and
Yellow from the ponds Oct 6 (SLS).

The 2nd valley record for Scarlet Tanager was at
the college Oct 24-25 (SLS).  This is also the 179th

species for the college.
Two Western Tanagers were at the college Oct

4 (BB).
The first report of Spotted Towhee was from the

college Oct 4 (BB).
Dark-eyed Juncos were first noted this fall S of

Inyokern Oct 23 (SLS).
An Indigo Bunting and a Bobolink were at the

ponds Oct 2 (TW).
FOF for American Goldfinch was from S of

Inyokern Oct 7 (SLS).
Pine Siskins seem to be making a good

appearance in the valley this winter.  The first report
was from the college on Oct 4 (BB).  Other sightings
include S of Inyokern Oct 5-7 and 22-24 (SLS), the
college Oct 16 and 27 (BB), the cemetery Oct 24
(BB), and SW of Inyokern Oct 21-26 (LK).

Valley Sightings October 2010
Please report unusual sightings to Susan Steele
at 377-5220 (home) or 939-1722 (work), or by
email at steele7@verizon.net.



Thanks to the following observers:  Bob Barnes,
Shelley Ellis, Louise Knecht, Joyce Seibold, Lee
Sutton, Tom Wurster

(Editor’s note: Susan didn’t make much of the
Scarlet Tanager, but it was really a big deal.
Several of us went to the college to see it, some
from far away. For most it was a county bird and for
some even a country bird!)

AUDUBON  ASSEMBLY
For the past several years, Audubon California

has held an almost-annual get-together for chapters
at Asilomar, the idyllic retreat near Monterey. This
year, a decision was made to hold that assembly in
San Diego in conjunction with the San Diego Bird
Festival, allowing us to mix fun and field trips with
the indoor chapter-building and idea-sharing
workshops. This festival is not until March of 2011,
but registration is already available on-line. As
usual at our popular winter California festivals,
workshops and field trips fill up early. So go to
ca.audubon.org/assembly.php, check out the events,
and REGISTER!

Here is the hype:

Looking for a way to connect with your fellow
Auduboners and bird enthusiasts in California? Want to
get more involved in one of California’s most exciting
conservation movement? Then join us March 4 through
6 in San Diego for the next Audubon California
Assembly.

We’re very excited that the 2011 Assembly will be held
in conjunction with the San Diego Bird Festival, which
means that participants will have an even greater
selection of workshops, excursions, and special events to
choose from.

Although all Audubon Assembly and Festival events can
be purchased separately, your best bet is to buy an
Assembly Pass and get all the following. Look for the
pass at the bottom of the registration form:

Opening banquet

This year’s opening banquet on Friday night will be a
joint event with the Audubon California Assembly and
the San Diego Bird Festival and will feature Peter
Harrison as the keynote speaker. Harrison, widely
considered the world's foremost authority on seabirds,
has written several books and is a compelling voice for
these fascinating species. His address will be preceded
by welcomes from San Diego Audubon President Peter

Thomas and Audubon California Executive Director
Graham Chisholm.

Special events for Assembly participants

Those who buy an Assembly Pass to attend all Audubon
California workshops can attend a special private party on
Saturday night to meet new Audubon President David
Yarnold. There will also be a special Mexican Sunday
Brunch with Graham Chisholm and a unique meeting
with California Coastal Commissioners.

Workshops and presentations

 0. Workshop on new Audubon seabird conservation
program and Marine IBAs

 . Future of Conservation presentations by youth
  . Snowy Plover Share the Shore exhibition of contest

winners from youth
 0. Workshops for chapter leaders on building Boards,

fund raising, education programs and care and
feeding of volunteers

 0. Birds and Oil Spills update from the front lines on SF
Bay and Gulf of Mexico

 0. Birds and Pacific Flyway Workshop
  . Birds and Private Lands Workshop
 0. Also Andrea Jones and Andy Mauro (Buena Vista

Audubon) will lead a field trip to Northern San
Diego Lagoons – all Important Bird Areas – on
Friday

 CONSERVATION CORNER
by Terri Middlemiss

You bought the Duck Stamp. Now buy the
Hunting License.  A good idea from Peter Stangel,
well-known birder (not hunter), as he outlines in the
Nov./Dec. 2010 issue of “Wild Bird” magazine.  He
points out that licenses provide important revenue
for states to lease land for hunting, fishing, birding
and other recreational purposes. Plus, the federal
government provides funding to states based on the
number of hunting licenses sold. In some areas,
hunters are declining and “Birders could make all
the difference.” Trails are maintained, water levels
managed, nest boxes are put up, trees and shrubs
are planted, among other activities. All good for bird
watchers.

Note from the Editor:
Several articles in the Chat have referenced on-

line registration and web sites to visit. Remember
always that if you do not have computer access, you
can always contact me at 760-382-4935 and I will
get you a paper registration form and information.
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