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FIELD TRIP 

KERN AND PIXLEY NWRs 
It's time once again for one of favorite field 

trips. 
On Saturday, February 20th, we will visit 

Kern and Pixley National wildlife refuges. The 
main purpose of the trip is to experience the 
awesome, prehistoric-feeling fly-in of thousands of 
Sandhill Cranes to their nighttime roost at Pixley 
NWR. But many who go also go early enough to 
visit Kern NWR, home of many species of 
wintering waterfowl and shorebirds. Hunting 
season ended the last of January, so both driving 
routes are open for birdwatching. 

Some of us will opt to drive over for the day. 
To join others to do that, meet at the gas station 
on the north side of 178 between 395 and 
Inyokern at 7 am. Best to call Bob Parker at 760-
446-2001 to let him know you plan to do that, and 
check for any last minute changes. 

To join others for the day, meet at the Kern 
National Wildlife Refuge at 10 am. 

Some will camp at Colonel Allensworth State 
park near the Pixley refuge, some starting Friday 
and others arriving on Saturday. There are 29 RV 
sites and many more tent sites at the park. RV 
sites have water and electricity, and there is a 
dump site nearby. The fee is $20 per night. Sites 
may be reserved at reserveamerica.com, but there 
is also an $8 reservation fee. When the website 
was visited on 5 February, all campsites were 
open. The campground has flush toilets and 
showers. The park is north of Bakersfield; 20 miles 
north of Wasco on Highway 43; seven miles west 
of Earlimart on County Road J22. 

 To skip the Kern refuge and just go to the 
Pixley fly-in, meet there at dusk, or meet around 4 
pm at Colonel Allensworth State Park, at the 
Burnetts' campsite. Look for the Ro kwood 5th 
wheel trailer (missing the "c" in its name). For help  

 
finding us, call Dan at 760-382-4934 or Brenda at 
760-382-4935. 

We'll have food of some sort at the campsite. 
Maybe a pot of chili. 

Parking is limited at the Pixley refuge, so we 
will carpool from the campground. 

The best description of both refuges may be 
found on Alison Sheehey's site: 
http://natureali.org/KNWR.htm  

Here are directions to the Kern refuge from 
that website: "The refuge headquarters is at the 
junction of Garces Highway and Corcoran Road." 
That's 18 miles west of the city of Delano. 

The Pixley site is trickier to find, but well 
signed from the Col. Allensworth campground. 
Best we all leave from there, anyway. 

Bring a folding chair! There's an observation 
platform at the refuge, UNDER which we hide so 
as not to spook the in-flying cranes. If there are 
people on the platform, the birds give it a wide 
berth. Really wide. Still, there are no guarantees. 
One year there was a coyote by the water, so the 
birds all landed way behind us and didn't fly in 
until well after dark. It was spooky, with the cranes 
making their eerie croaking sounds in the dark. 
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
Wed Feb 17 6 pm Board Meeting at Burnetts' 
       (refreshments by Brubaker)  
Sat  Feb 20 var  Field Trip: Kern and Pixley  
       National Wildlife Refuges 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Common Merganser at the ponds Jan 27-

28 was an unexpected January visitor (SLS). 
The Ferruginous Hawk at the alfalfa fields 

Jan 9-16 was a good find (L&SSu). 
Early signs of spring included Cinnamon Teal 

Jan 19, American Avocet Jan 14, Greater 
Yellowlegs Jan 17, Dunlin Jan 14, Wilson’s Snipe 
Jan 19 (SLS). 

The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at the golf 
course Jan 11-14 was the 187th species for that 
location (SLS). 

A Red-breasted Sapsucker was seen 
intermittently throughout the month at the 
cemetery (BB, SLS). 

Ladder-backed and Nuttall’s Woodpeckers 
were noted on a hike in No Name Canyon Jan 9 
(BS, SLS). 

The Merlin at the golf course continued and 
was seen Jan 8 and 20 (SLS). 

The Vermilion Flycatcher continued 
throughout the month at the golf course (SLS). 

Red-breasted Nuthatches continue to be 
reported (m.ob). 

The Varied Thrush continued throughout the 
month at the golf course (SLS). 

The singing California Thrasher in No Name 
Jan 9 was a fun bird in Inyo County (SLS, BS). 

Le Conte’s Thrashers are singing up a storm 
SW of Inyokern (LK). 

The White-throated Sparrow continued in 
Ridgecrest throughout the month (D&BBu). 

A Brewer’s Sparrows continued at the ponds 
and was seen Jan 19 (SLS). 

Lark Sparrows were at the golf course Jan 14 
(SLS). 

The Red Crossbill at the golf course Jan 28 
was species # 188 for that location (SLS).   

Red Crossbills were also reported in 
Ridgecrest Jan 6 and 11 (BB), and from the 
cemetery Jan 1 and 20 (BB, SLS). 

Pine Siskins were S of Inyokern Jan 9 and 31 
(SLS). 
 
 

Thanks to the following observers:  Bob Barnes, Dan 
and Brenda Burnett, Louise Knecht, Bob Steele, Lee 
and Shirley Sutton. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATES: 
 
Field Trips: 
March 19: Lake Isabella & Tilley Creek 
Campground, and the Bob Powers Preserve and 
Hot Springs potential acquisition. (See below) 
April 22-24: Owens Lake Bird Festival 
May 21: Inyokern to Red Mountain Breeding Bird 
Survey Route. 
 

HOT SPRINGS VALLEY ACQUISITION 
The Kern River Valley Heritage Foundation 

and the Trust for Public Land have an opportunity 
to purchase the 189 acres immediately south of 
the Bob Powers Gateway Preserve in the town of 
Lake Isabella.  

Kerncrest Audubon Society has, through an 
Audubon California grant, funded the improvement 
of nesting habitat on the preserve for Tricolored 
Blackbirds. This addition will provide foraging area 
nearby, improving the neighborhood for successful 
nesting. We wholeheartedly support this purchase 
and request your help! 

Contributions are solicited in any amount 
toward this effort. They may be mailed to KRVHF, 
PO Box 1249, Lake Isabella, CA 93240. For 
further information, call Bob Barnes at 760-382-
1260, or email bbarnes@lightspeed.net. All 
donations are tax deductible. 

Join us in March for a field trip to this 
preserve and other areas in the Kern River Valley 
and around Lake Isabella. 

 
 

OWENS LAKE BIRD FESTIVAL 
Early registration is now open for members 

of Friends of the Inyo. For information, visit 
www.friendsoftheinyo.org, where you can find 
complete information on the festival, and register. 
You may join to be eligible for the preregistration. 
Otherwise, you must wait until February 15th for 
open registration. 

The festival is April 22, 23, and 24, mostly in 
Lone Pine and at the lake. 

See you there! 
 
 
 

 

Valley Sightings – January 2016 
All, this is my farewell column.  It has been a 
pleasure to compile the sightings for these 
many years.  I leave you in good hands.  
Please report your unusual sightings to Bob 
Barnes at 382-1260. 
  
 


